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the regent had dealt with Mm moderately. She
ought, however, to realise that many abuses
demanded correction. She must not think that
matters of religion belonged to the Church. She
had her duty, and that duty was clear - she must
restrain the ecclesiastics from persecuting the
Reformers. Let her be warned that, if she did not
curb these idolaters, her fate would be a terrible
one. With a fine flourish, Knox made it quite
clear that Mary of Guise was damned here and
hereafter unless she took it upon herself to come
out into the open as the defender of the Protestants.
The letter, he explained, only touched the fringe
of the matter. If the regent would give him an
interview, he would be happy to show her the
work that remained for her to do and how she
ought to do it.
Mary of Guise glanced at the letter, and then,
recognising it to be one of those lengthy effusions
of which she had received many in the course of
the regency, passed it to the Archbishop of
Glasgow, with the remark, "Please you, my Lord,
to read a pasquil." These words were reported
to Knox, and his anger knew no bounds. That
his letter, the letter of a prophet of God, should be
dismissed so contemptuously was not to be
borne, and from this time onwards he nursed a
bitter hatred against the regent. Later he pub-
lished his letter, and* accused Mary of Guise of
immorality and of a long succession of revolting